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IGZ and the WorldVeg agree to closer cooperation in vegetable research

Grof$beeren, Germany/ Tainan, Taiwan, 17 September 2026 - The Leibniz Institute of Horticultural Sciences (IGZ) and
the World Vegetable Center (WorldVeg), Taiwan, have sighed a memorandum of understanding to deepen their
scientific collaboration and jointly advance research into sustainable horticulture.

Against the backdrop of shared scientific interests and a successful history of cooperation, both institutions have
intensified their discussions on closer collaboration. The Memorandum of Understanding now signed provides the
formal framework for this.

The IGZ and WorldVeg pursue complementary research approaches with numerous overlapping areas of focus. Both
institutions are committed to developing sustainable, resilient and resource-efficient horticultural production systems,
as well as to improving food security and health through science-based innovations.

The future collaboration will focus on launching new research projects of mutual interest and the support of early-
career researchers through training opportunities and research visits at the partner institution.

Prof. Dr Nicole van Dam, Scientific Director of the 1GZ: “This memorandum of understanding strengthens our
partnership with the World Vegetable Center, one of the world's leading institutions for vegetable genetic
resources, vegetable quality and horticultural research, particularly in the Global South. More than a formal
agreement, it marks the beginning of concrete joint activities. By promoting the exchange of early-career
researchers, we will foster scientific collaboration, strengthen international networks and provide valuable
international experience at an early stage of researchers' careers.”

Dr. Marco Wopereis, Director General of WorldVeg when the partnership was agreed: “We are delighted to
deepen our partnership with the Leibniz Institute of Horticultural Sciences. IGZ brings outstanding scientific
expertise and a strong tradition of connecting fundamental and applied research to some of the major challenges
facing horticulture, nutrition and our environment. These strengths are highly complementary to WorldVeg’s
research priorities and partnerships. By working together, we can generate new knowledge, nurture the next
generation of scientists, and turn innovation in vegetable and horticultural research into practical options for
healthier diets, more resilient livelihoods and sustainable food systems worldwide.”

With this agreement, the IGZ and WorldVeg are laying the foundations for a long-term partnership that will strengthen
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international networking in vegetable research and provide new impetus for tackling global challenges in agriculture

and food systems.

Caption: Nicole van Dam (left), Scientific Director of the IGZ
(Germany) and Marco Wopereis (right), then Director General of
WorldVeg (Taiwan) with the signed Memorandum of Understanding
at their respective institutions. Photo: Foto: IGZ/J. Vogt,
WorldVeg/P.-J. Chen

Additional info:

Leibniz Institute for Horticultural Sciences (1GZ)

The Leibniz for Horticultural Sciences — formerly Leibniz Institute of Vegetable and Ornamental Crops —is a research
institute of the Leibniz Association and contributes to solving current global challenges with science-based findings
from basic and applied research in horticulture. These include the preservation of biodiversity, combating climate
change and the still widespread malnutrition. The institute is jointly funded by the Ministry of Science, Research and
Culture of the State of Brandenburg (MWFK) and the Federal Ministry Agriculture, Food and Regional Identity (BMLEH).
The IGZ is based in GroRbeeren.

Website: www.igzev.de

World Vegetable Center (WorldVeg)

The World Vegetable Center (WorldVeg) is an international non-profit institute for vegetable research and
development. It delivers science and innovation to enhance vegetable production and consumption in a rapidly
changing world.

WorldVeg is an established leader in nutrition, livelihoods, and resilience. As the custodian of global vegetable diversity
and breeder of vegetable crops, WorldVeg operates at the forefront of food system transformation. Through
partnerships, WorldVeg drives both the demand and supply of vegetables, while strengthening the conditions - policies,
markets, and capacities - that enable systemic change. With headquarters in Taiwan, field operations are led through
regional centers in Benin, India, Mali, Tanzania, and Thailand, alongside country offices across Africa, Asia, and Latin
America.

Website; www.worldveg.org
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GER: Pressemitteilung

IGZ und World Vegetable Center vereinbaren engere Zusammenarbeit in der
Gemiuseforschung

GroRbeeren/Tainan, Taiwan, den 17.09.2026

Das Leibniz-Institut fiir Gartenbauwissenschaften (1GZ) und das World Vegetable Center (WorldVeg), Taiwan, haben
eine Absichtserklarung unterzeichnet, um ihre wissenschaftliche Zusammenarbeit zu vertiefen und gemeinsam
Forschung fiir einen nachhaltigen Gartenbau voranzubringen.

Bildunterschrift: Nicole van Dam (links), wissenschaftliche
Direktorin des IGZ (Deutschland), und Marco Wopereis (rechts),
damals Generaldirektor des WorldVeg (Taiwan), mit der
unterzeichneten Absichtserklérung (MoU) in ihren jeweiligen
Einrichtungen. Foto: IGZ/J. Vogt, WorldVeg/P.-J. Chen

Vor dem Hintergrund gemeinsamer wissenschaftlicher Interessen
und einer erfolgreichen friiheren Kooperation haben beide
Institutionen ihre Gesprache Uber eine vertiefte Zusammenarbeit

L) v . intensiviert. Das nun unterzeichnete Memorandum of
Understanding schafft hierfiir den formalen Rahmen.

Das IGZ und WorldVeg verfolgen komplementdre Forschungsansatze mit zahlreichen thematischen Schnittstellen. Beide
Institutionen engagieren sich fiir die Entwicklung nachhaltiger, resilienter und ressourcenschonender gartenbaulicher
Produktionssysteme sowie fiir die Verbesserung von Erndhrungssicherheit und Gesundheit durch wissenschaftsbasierte
Innovationen.

Im Mittelpunkt der kiinftigen Zusammenarbeit stehen die Initiilerung gemeinsamer Forschungsprojekte, sowie die
Forderung von Wissenschaftler*innen in friithen Karrierephasen. Geplant sind unter anderem Forschungsaufenthalte
von Wissenschaftler*innen an der Partnereinrichtung.

Prof. Dr. Nicole van Dam, Wissenschaftliche Direktorin des IGZ: , Diese Absichtserklarung starkt unsere
Partnerschaft mit dem World Vegetable Center, einer der weltweit flilhrenden Einrichtungen fiir pflanzengenetische
Ressourcen, Gemisequalitdt und Gartenbauforschung, insbesondere im Globalen Siiden. Sie ist mehr als nur eine
formelle Vereinbarung — sie markiert den Beginn konkreter gemeinsamer Aktivitaten. Durch die Férderung des
Austauschs junger Wissenschaftler*innen werden wir die wissenschaftliche Zusammenarbeit vorantreiben,
internationale Netzwerke starken und den Forschenden bereits in einer friihen Phase ihrer Karriere wertvolle
internationale Erfahrungen ermaoglichen.”

Dr. Marco Wopereis, zum Zeitpunkt des Abschlusses der Partnerschaft Director General des WorldVeg: ,Wir
freuen uns sehr, unsere Partnerschaft mit dem Leibniz-Institut fur Gartenbauwissenschaften zu vertiefen. Das IGZ
verfligt Gber herausragende wissenschaftliche Kompetenz und eine lange Tradition in der Verknipfung von
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Grundlagen- und angewandter Forschung. Damit tragt es dazu bei, einige der gréten Herausforderungen in den
Bereichen Gartenbau, Erndahrung und Umwelt anzugehen. Diese Stdrken ergédnzen die Forschungsschwerpunkte
und Partnerschaften von WorldVeg ideal. Durch unsere Zusammenarbeit kdnnen wir neues Wissen generieren und
die nachste Generation von Wissenschaftlerinnen und Wissenschaftlern férdern. Zudem kénnen wir Innovationen
in der Gemise- und Gartenbauforschung in praktische Losungen fiir eine gesiindere Erndhrung,
widerstandsfahigere Lebensgrundlagen und nachhaltige Erndhrungssysteme weltweit umsetzen.”

Mit dem Memorandum of Unterstanding schaffen das IGZ und WorldVeg die Grundlage fiir eine langfristige
Partnerschaft, die die internationale Vernetzung in der Gemuiseforschung starkt und neue Impulse fiir die Bewaltigung
globaler Herausforderungen in Landwirtschaft und Erndhrungssystemen setzt.

Kontakt 1GZ
Julia Vogt, Presse- und Offentlichkeitsarbeit | E-Mail presse@igzev.de | Tel. +49 (0) 33 701 78 163

Leibniz-Institut fiir Gartenbauwissenschaften (1GZ)

Das Leibniz-Institut fiir Gartenbauwissenschaften (IGZ) e.V. — ehemals Leibniz-Institut fiir Gemiise- und Zierpflanzenbau
—ist ein Forschungsinstitut der Leibniz-Gemeinschaft und tragt mit wissenschaftlich fundierten Erkenntnissen aus der
Grundlagen- und Anwendungsforschung im Gartenbau zur Losung aktueller globaler Herausforderungen bei. Dazu
gehoren der Erhalt der Biodiversitdt sowie die Bekampfung des Klimawandels und eine immer noch weitverbreitete
Fehlerndhrung. Das Institut wird gemeinschaftlich durch das Ministerium fir Wissenschaft, Forschung und Kultur des
Landes Brandenburg (MWFK) und das Bundesministerium fir Landwirtschaft, Erndhrung und Heimat (BMLEH)
finanziert. Das IGZ hat seinen Sitz in GroBbeeren.

Webseite: www.igzev.de

World Vegetable Center (WorldVeg)

Das World Vegetable Center (WorldVeg) ist ein internationales, gemeinnutziges Institut fir Forschung und Entwicklung
im Bereich Gemduse. Es liefert wissenschaftliche Erkenntnisse und Innovationen, um den Gemiiseanbau und -konsum in
einer sich rasch wandelnden Welt zu férdern.

WorldVeg ist ein etablierter Vorreiter in den Bereichen Ernahrung, Lebensgrundlagen und Resilienz. Als Férderer der
globalen Gemisevielfalt und Ziichter von Gemiisekulturen steht WorldVeg an der Spitze der Transformation des
Erndhrungssystems. Durch Partnerschaften fordert WorldVeg sowohl die Nachfrage nach als auch das Angebot an
Gemiuse und starkt gleichzeitig die Rahmenbedingungen — Politik, Markte und Kapazitaten —, die einen systemischen
Wandel ermoglichen. Mit Hauptsitz in Taiwan werden die Aktivitdten vor Ort Giber regionale Zentren in Benin, Indien,
Mali, Tansania und Thailand sowie Uber Lédnderbiiros in Afrika, Asien und Lateinamerika geleitet.

Website: www.worldveg.org
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Leibniz Institute of Horticultural Sciences (IGZ) and the World Vegetable Center (WorldVeg), Taiwan, have signed

a memorandum of understanding to deepen their scientific collaboration and jointly advance research into

sustainable horticulture.

The
institutions are committed to developing sustainable, resilient and resource-efficient horticultural production systems,

Caption: Nicole van Dam (left), Scientific Director of the IGZ
(Germany) and Marco Wopereis (right), then Director Generals of
WorldVeg (Taiwan) with the signed Memorandum of Understanding
at their respective institutions. Photo: Foto: IGZ/J. Vogt,
WorldVeg/P.-J. Chen

Against the backdrop of shared scientific interests and a successful
history of cooperation, both institutions have intensified their
discussions on closer collaboration. The Memorandum of
Understanding now signed provides the formal framework for this.

IGZ and WorldVeg pursue complementary research approaches with numerous overlapping areas of focus. Both

as well as to improving food security and health through science-based innovations.

The

future collaboration will focus on launching new research projects of mutual interest and the support of early-

career researchers through training opportunities and research visits at the partner institution.

Prof. Dr Nicole van Dam, Scientific Director of the 1GZ: “This memorandum of understanding strengthens our
partnership with the World Vegetable Center, one of the world's leading institutions for vegetable genetic
resources, vegetable quality and horticultural research, particularly in the Global South. More than a formal
agreement, it marks the beginning of concrete joint activities. By promoting the exchange of early-career
researchers, we will foster scientific collaboration, strengthen international networks and provide valuable
international experience at an early stage of researchers' careers.”

Dr. Marco Wopereis, Director General of WorldVeg when the partnership was agreed: “We are delighted to
deepen our partnership with the Leibniz Institute of Horticultural Sciences. IGZ brings outstanding scientific
expertise and a strong tradition of connecting fundamental and applied research to some of the major challenges
facing horticulture, nutrition and our environment. These strengths are highly complementary to WorldVeg’s
research priorities and partnerships. By working together, we can generate new knowledge, nurture the next
generation of scientists, and turn innovation in vegetable and horticultural research into practical options for
healthier diets, more resilient livelihoods and sustainable food systems worldwide.”

With this agreement, the IGZ and WorldVeg are laying the foundations for a long-term partnership that will strengthen

international networking in vegetable research and provide new impetus for tackling global challenges in agriculture

and

food systems.
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Leibniz Institute for Horticultural Sciences (1GZ)

The Leibniz for Horticultural Sciences — formerly Leibniz Institute of Vegetable and Ornamental Crops —is a research
institute of the Leibniz Association and contributes to solving current global challenges with science-based findings
from basic and applied research in horticulture. These include the preservation of biodiversity, combating climate
change and the still widespread malnutrition. The institute is jointly funded by the Ministry of Science, Research and
Culture of the State of Brandenburg (MWFK) and the Federal Ministry Agriculture, Food and Regional Identity (BMLEH).
The IGZ is based in GroRbeeren.

Website: www.igzev.de

World Vegetable Center (WorldVeg)

The World Vegetable Center (WorldVeg) is an international non-profit institute for vegetable research and
development. It delivers science and innovation to enhance vegetable production and consumption in a rapidly
changing world.

WorldVeg is an established leader in nutrition, livelihoods, and resilience. As the custodian of global vegetable diversity
and breeder of vegetable crops, WorldVeg operates at the forefront of food system transformation. Through
partnerships, WorldVeg drives both the demand and supply of vegetables, while strengthening the conditions - policies,
markets, and capacities - that enable systemic change. With headquarters in Taiwan, field operations are led through
regional centers in Benin, India, Mali, Tanzania, and Thailand, alongside country offices across Africa, Asia, and Latin
America.

Website; www.worldveg.org
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